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| Degin with questions. Rl Women's rinsals? Cernainly, there have beery nuas.
Bue sl of visuals wich respeet w il liistesewties) of feminismis)? What ressmance do
sl guestions veoke Tor s hissorian of Luropean faninisins? Can we claim tha e
comcept of tiaalapplics o che activisies ol fenvinises in the Lusopen past? In whar sonse?

e ane distineie diflerences berween writing, the history ol women
[viewend s v o social Tustonoh, the |1ismr}' ol FepresEn EALens of women, or
ol their hisrenical expotiences, the history of the “woman apuestion” debare, and
the history ol feminism. To write a history of feminism is necessarily o write
poinical hiszory, cowompassing 1 history of idvas, of actions, ol in e more
revent st history of organizacenal cllors, all centerad on cometation of male
dommimamie, To write hiszorically of feminism is 1o write abour the balance of
power in maleffemzle relaons, and specifically 1o logus on the remonsicances of
wonnen and thorr made allies who abjecr o male dominance and female
subordination a- the o

1 g pritaples in siwivial ong w . How comihe
aution ol rinal illuminaee the histore of fominism?

A prineny conccrn ol historical feminism has been the conguest fir wormen
ol aveess o public space” and to the recondal word — tha i, the conguest of
the opporipniy 1o speak out. e publish, 0 organiee, 0 assoviaze, w comres
“wrongs and Cinjustices.” This activies operated i what we (enh before and
after [Grgen Habermas probed the notion of Offenelivhbedt have comie o call
“the public sphere™ Uepase predidee in French. ef eipacis paidilica in Spanish) .
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Towr efien. Teminism has been weitten abowt as though i only goal was
pulivical rights - in parricular, the vore, In the ninereenty wnd twentieth conruries
this was an increasingly inportant woal of feminism, hut io was never the only
ponls indeed, ever sinee the French Revolution, uhaining the vore lor women
was never viewsd as an end i isells 30 was a oal. As the French Teminist
Hubertine Auclert asserted in TRRE " Political vighes e fur woman the kevseone
that will pive her all other rights.™

These rights inchided equal o equitable ecdvcational and econennic spparTnicics,
as well s civil tiphes, Indewd sinee the Tare sevenreenth cennry, increasing numbers of
[emrinists T coreenesd hemsches withe Beiliaing wrinens ey, imprroving twir
eulucativn, and vspediting, their emergence inm “public space, through w1 the
publisld {and spolien) word and, freom the French Revolugon i, through the
prssibilinies of publicassociation and claims for full citizenship,™

wihats then, does “ritual” hayve w di with the comuest af public space by
women? One can think about this question 1o various ways,

From the flteem b centume onsward, and especially since the developanent of
printing. overt ferinise protest has lefi @ groswing recosd in die press, Druring the
“guerelle des femmes” of the Renaissance, though it began with the exceprional
and ehnquent vonce of Christine de Pigan, writing in France, mostly male Feminnst
voices were hemd . But incransinele in the sevenieenih century prutlalishiead
[rolests amins Cwonens wiongs’ bugan o Hoarish, especially in Franee,
reaching a new sophistication with the reatises outhe evuiality ol wanen and
men by e cartesian social philesopher, Frangois Pouallain de la Barre. Sarah
Flanley Tus e e F';n.ut‘in;wiPIy_ evidence of chese procests i lme seventeenth
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anl -.-iglm-r:n[h ety e logal cuses, in which Fenmle plamifls as wrniged
wives bogan o Lalee elacir vases 1o the slreets o prnt, secking feom the "comnen ab
public opinion” the jastive thae they couldd nat wrest from male nelps, Elanley
newe e o these pu'|1|i-:'m-r| disputes set the srage Jiscursively bor subsegquent
femminist prodests duning the carly years af the Frene Bevnlution

Such plaines amd suies T detnonsirare a cital aspecr, notably o catlrures
where muomarchy was i stte-huilding moveade anel whure, as o Franee, meanarchs
were comesting, the hegemony af the Raman Carlwlic Churcl - in partivubar its
contral ol marrimeniid allairs, ndeed, wis amidd the pust Refoonmation rivalrics
Ferween Lol and Stare thar issaies” open up Lo permit the voring of
Eerminiat complaing Celesafion, desnaneo, wentimicnios, appeals w deiad, I
the larer -.*iy_‘.fu:vunh century such complaints adepred the puise of puiblished
pretions Forr rendress of grivvances Wamen's petitions were auldressed varionely
the Ting. or cspecially the gqueen, 1o patlameneary ur extraparliamentan hodics,
[y Piilli.cl.l].il'!:k. 1 mertioned above, 10 the “ooue ol public opinion T T
vk the Formes al Dsces, hanadbills or Aliess, posters. amad senetimes che foom ol
short srenies or kanger nivels, This vutpouring, ol temale complaing n [rint was
not posible i socierics where access o PIINE FOmOnsiianee @il vl ey
maniroredd by secular censoers o auglwrities of the [nyguisitina .

B e e ol the French Revelution, o arher welb-developed Tuadv of such
pr'.iaiu.m b comme it being - butin 1782, when the question al tepresentatinn
in |.|1L' |.'il;:I|.l."1' l}{"lla'l:ﬂ LATLISL, 0 }1|rthcn'.1 ui- '.\'u!n-.'u‘.\' |‘-{'1i1iuth t‘|;1!hm .itn| Ly '.II|L|
highly ritulized exprossions ab politeal language thar o bes [ ddescribud
lrerrospretively ) as “leminis

Consider. for example, the ™ Lhrier des dolances el rdchkinnanans ches
femmes.” par Madae B Bt 100wl nbjecred e the non
representatiun of property-halding women af the Third Esaare . T this
watifesta, we glimpse the bryrinnings ol what would Tecame @ miualized
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language ol appeal to male justice on women's hehalfz invocations of the viumph
of enlightenment over ignorance, dawn over darkness, reason over prejudice;
objections 10 the dominance of the strong over the weak and application of the
analogy of black slivery to describe the subjeciion of wives to husbands in
martiage, dong with objections to a sexual double-standasd. “Why is it that the
law is not the same for both |sexes]? . . . Why does one sex have everything and
the other one nothing?” (in French: ...pourquoi faneil que la loi ne soir pas
unilorme entre cux, que Uun aic i & gue Paure wair rien?} Among the most
striking uses of what would become feminise ritnal language during the next 150
yrars concerned the polirical <laims made for the righis of propertivd women as
aspavens, and - cven more significant - the aserton thar men could never
“represent” women in political assemblhics,

A sevomil example, also Gom Famee in 1789, s provided by a al'&ghllvl.' laier
wxt, known as the "Regquére des Dames 3 FAssemiblée Naconale,” dreulared
somme lime alier the women's mareh o Versailles of carly Ocrober 1782, This text,
whese authors are unidentilicd. caised the stakes lor feminist expression, drawing
st only on the themes mdicated abwwve, bur """“I‘-m“i"i-: “masculine aristocracy”
lanvaonrane masculine] amd calling For the “abolinon ol the privileges ol the nuale
acx.” [Tons les prvileges do sexe mascnlin som enticremem & irrévocablement
abwihis s e Ly Prance]. Twa other nocewonly feanmes of this emonstrance
are i ntthors” insistenee on e pride ol wonanhood, on women'’s beauny and
grace amd dheir power of atrion - seemingly unusual Tatures w Gl inoa
pulitical ducomemt — as well as insistence b dhe “genre masculin® s a
sociopolitical constrcion, nov merely a linguistic issue’ This desument,
irrespecnve of who the authons may be, underscores the oty of Tsues of sexoal
injustice in the “imagmary” of the carly Revolution. Such “riwal™ expressions of
grivvane, and the demands thev make for the inclusion of women in the new
“public space” opened up by the Revolurion, precede the bener-known rracis of
Erra Palm (17907917 and Olympe de Gouges 117910, The objecrions that anse
against women's mclusion in political citizenship m 1792 and 1793 make i
abaumbandy clear thar some male revolorionanes objeciad 1w ihe praeticipration of
females n this particular aspect of the new public space, ie. government, which
was onee again tecenstiated, i Arminda Locanes expression, as “un culin
mascnline prohibido a las mujeres™ . Among the most fervent opponents of
women's inclusion in polines was the inlluential jowmalist Lowis-Mane
Prudhomme, oditor of e Rérolutsans de Tarss, who in his publication
denounced women’s permicious influence wnder the now-delinc monarchy.

Beggeire des ilsmes 3 FAscembbee Soationnale {1 789, wpreinwdd in Fenanes stame i Bl winmasg
frnperiee §O8Y F % prisentis par Albers Sobaoul, 2 vols [Pazisc FIIS, 192, val, 1,docr, 19,

Armimda Lozane, "L relighosidnd femening: ue menliode recomogime g sl de L e e
el ey gricps” page: pisen ke AFIHIB conberence, Uadie, June 14927,
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invoked Rousseau’s reformulation of gendered notions ol !,:ublwﬁ?::-.\l-.:%}-._
Prudhomme called at every opportuniry for mnmcﬁu‘xclusm:f from policica ‘JIL.
and their confinement 1o domestic life'". This emphasis was repeats ;}
underscored. as in Charles Theremins De d condition des !'rml.';u'_'. ]Jar':.c. .r’;
répribligues (1799, in which he insisted in the 1.‘}1‘-|1|l|:|mn Lol the hosbam
was the political representative lor T.hr: entire family. Ik e, (ot
It was “polirical” space. a specific aspect of the broader “public —space.t .
was deemed off-limits 1o women. and nut vr.m_l_-.- b wortamn _I:m:ul\nn_. I.I a-..n
signilied, suhecquently, by explicic ex lusions uf womnwn from woring rigl .Ir;.;:
France in 1791, in New Jersey in 1807, n lj.nggl:l_n:.l with the Retorm Aun u: .-] 2.
again in Prance in 1848, The isue n*aril'laa:;d again and again m 1 |.1!;1. “.1 1|;
1867, in IRGH in Spam, and m the 1870s in ?'I'.I:ll._l.‘ aml {{f riany ’ u
throughour this perd -indeed. t\l.‘_“‘ll‘.lu the rwenricth ;ru:::r}.--1hl||mn|-_m_.(:.-:.i..l
though excludad trom Formal polite rw:"pr.unl'l'_lf |r..w:u:d theoa \!:lx {:n: o
broader “public” space of print. expanding their ritual use ol 4 ﬂ:_l.uf.%:lt "
gricvances i the form ol petitions. cssays, 1. ;.-ltu_hun_u.-u. el “u
ctorics. diamaric works, and by male-leminists i L, v, e u-«;_
cllorts were connteral by a prdigions backlash. holstered by ihe Uf;i[.m." :-
“anhonte rangng from the Bible and Anstotle 1o Ruu."at-u_l and 2 wi i. r.l_n:_;.
ol counter revulutienars medical anthoritics who wawed !'-“l nn 'l_"=' pm “'J.
eneal. aod monal mlciorite of women. The poing [ wish 1o i o !n:ui
howeer is not the extravagance of this backlash. bus rather how it demonstrate
dhar the Case for wamens subordination coukd no longer by laL_c" fun ;'.N:"l_ "
had o be foreefully argued. What Y have callal :-l-u:u_lm:- the I-.nu‘-':luli—'-‘-' “'“"I
of the pineteenth amd twentieth conturies. and |url:|u||,ll|}' the L'-\E‘IHI-_I:II'TI"- w
“wumans nature amd “woman’s nission.” were all claborate manifeaanons of i
santained antifeminist counter arack thar peamearal the dacdepieg wwial 2

matoral swictoes. ) . I
In the meamtime, Feminists had begnn o sy |h:1t_ r|1||.!] I ||||nu~. .
pricvances were not sufficient. dhat they must onganize poliricall i vrdet 1o I\n
their case, aned that they mest obian represcntaion 1 pohitical poser in their
owen g, Perwern 1HAS aend 1AL Feminists, insoking pr . i
-»I.'Il.tilllﬁ..l..ll'lfl' as mothers i onler o make the g rm.n 1ni;|-|.‘ uuh: ‘:‘ !
“represent them, were sing every public means a their disposal - Trontt
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organizarions 1w consolidate their case and appeal not pily 1o the highest

SOVETILLCT autheriies bast wa world ofrinia, Leila Rupp's newe Dok, Wiy r{.."-

Women: The Mabing of ai ateraational Warnens Movensent [T998] beautifally
;_'|'|r|,1|1'|{_'|1_'3-, r_||4_'_<‘|._‘ 1,|-.‘\r1'|n:r.[:-|1‘=-'.‘|!l.'.‘> ".Fl.lr'|1 1|1l.' | HEs ro 14045,

Whar [ want o highlight here is che way in which frminists wem abour
using the wols of rital protest through petton and manilescacon during the
eacly rwenticth century, especially in the course of World War Dand in the 19205
and carly 19305, once most women in Furope had obtained the vore and ser
alwne enacting their anticipared progeos.

The mobilization of Teminises in 1975, deploving the riwal of petiton
i secking peace in the midse of wan s well known, and uloin

ately resnlred
e organization, less explicidly focused than s predecessors on ending
aale domination per s, the Women's Tntennnional Teague Tor Peave and
Frecdom,

il Tocns inseead an the effors by leaders of the Tniermational Wamen's
Sulliage Allianee n 1210 a0 inlleenee o some way the terms of the peace
wolement, Tor it was ar this poine thar the feminists embarked on oo and
uncharted terrivery, which in seme sense surpassed all theie prior experivnce that
of lohbying the men in power w0 Versailles 1o elfeer some aspecis of he
ncrermatiomal fenindst program. Bven as the vore was heing accerded o swamen
fwhie i many Burapean counirics vutnumbered men, following the wanl by che
Bew pstowar regimes. 1 gronp ol suffrage advocates assembled i aris succceded
i gaining a firm commitment o the pringiple al cqual pay for equal work, and
the iearparation of women and cheir special coneerns within the newly
vaablished Socreedied o Mecioner and in e Internatienal Labour Organization,
Uhuring the 19205 they succeeded further in placing the Tegal vssue ol married
women's nanonalicy, along witl than of the “eraftic in women and children,” on
the agenda of the Sacedadd. Tn che 19305 they succeeded i commmirting the
Sevtvrbedd to investigating, the status of wonmen inomember conneries”

I this new lrame work, feminists cominued 1o use the Tormes of ritual
pribilic protest, but they had also achivved directaccess oo governinental provesses
i wans thew had never had belore, As some women hegan o enter governmental
lil amed political partics, 1o be clecred o parliaments s well as ciry conneils, aned
we some nominally “token” women were appoinal as minisers. even s
arnbseadors and delesares t the Suewedued de Navasees, new lorms ol action were
called Toe With the opportunity o make policy came e apporiusiny For
Femminises t improvise new stitegios and gorics e Tk fap as yon gon They
arzanieed rmans national coanmitees, rransorganisatenal liaison commitees,

1l eidens e lorther invesngacead in Leila Rapges wentle feivad bk i the Bl chaprer
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and learned Tuns o work roprether across pational boundaries in e and
renarkably effuerive ways. o
A splendid example of T ferminists deployedl ll'l_t.l1|dr_‘[ tools of it
proest 1 New wiys is the February 1932 muonster pention i the Ic_-uplu:.n!
Natons Disarmament Conlerence, Eight mftian siguanres were parhered
throughont the world by the “Eomens Lisarimament {_'.c.~||1|_1.11m_-|_' Eurnu*.d b
he three major inernationl WONHCNS OrganiaaTions, \“i"iLH'..T.hu 1|'|7.cr|'|:mc:n;_l.'|
Sultrage Alliance. and the [nrernatond Council ol Wamen, | e puint ol this
pssive cfforr was not protest 18 anch - bur rather the meore consereTie venitiie
ol erefrsing disarmament as the ||1_L;iu;1', and necessan ‘il._'l|l|l.‘] ter Lhe ]‘a:_'|.l-:.1il,L'.-
Briand Peace Pacr of the lare 19205 The organizers paradued the bulley prritions
throueh the strecrs ol Caeneva before delivering them o the Aleor ol the
conlerence, where they were formally presented to the asser nbled u..ic.l.n;'-t'_‘l:-:a g
Fven more mevive, perhaps, wis the eftacement nf Teminis Tanguage
gy perionl, which wis s purhudent om the

iaclt luring this sty post-satin .
cranii aipd policical Tromes, As thuese highly cumprurent wonwn siepped intu
e e of sovernmuntad power. erpecially at the tnrernationl lesel, ey hegan
i debare the very meaning of ° fermimam, " Mdany hegan mdeplownew |:u..|.=.l
languape of “Larmanism and “human r'||h_-|l1t-;". ]‘l-:_j:_[:lj! r -:upu:-_'-;.ul-.- il L'.'l:l'.i't.
];1:1‘-:-_114:_';- af Temilnisl regnmseran.e, ol women's tighes. 1r was rhis |.|.|Ig,l].li_1l‘ ot
“Fnan tights. ghs that dieneled women s owell as e |l.'l.|.'1.1 in TI:.;- SO
ol the ferminists thar wonld nliimarely be prnn:lulg.urnl [2 l:l.u' l\-n!llul Marns
i its 1048 Declararion of Tinan Rights. Pronically, it was this sery Lnguage of
b righis - and hooman sulidariey - that wonld permis, hﬂln_v.lllj: the Secend
Wrld War and the defear of Nazsm. the vienwal eraswre ol the memen ol
ferminism and eifores wspeak specificalle thi '..iir,]'.rh .!:ul 1|-.-|:-J~.. b eer hall Ll_;-:
popularien - disrinerive needs that aee, bl [.nuutrun. w'.l.l.l nes hing \.'.I'..k|:1‘.|lnll.."|
sddressed, Thow poolias it the Chaive mady Tor Phupaner it
inadvertenslye resull inobscoring the very memory ol the Luropea Icm:_n;-ﬂ
ETHIETING whowe remarkable and comples Bisiiries warare e e suoessiu I+
e eI, . o . .
F corlusion, what lessens van we lern from this auick histurical overdes
al the guustion b Terminist rivuabs i the vesguess ool puihlic gt [ 1o el rnals
relate s changing coneerns? o
LT -t;-;_-||...:.a|. W i'!i}'.h[ e i .':|1|1:u|:_,_-h 1|u.' 1I.5IFI1‘\- iy L|1.1.I1':5. I |le
paodalenms reuun, arnd cernain titual Buhaiors il T walloed Tor, Tettnmust ddentn :
' s s nlinne cules tor gl
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[11.|‘. ‘||'|'.|| '.'n.'l'|||1:,'|'| i'll'.l_.l.l'll;,"\l_' IFTHES |."'l.' |'|'I‘|'I|'I||I,1‘II|'|:.'\ I'll |':'|I'L'. ""1 '\'-L'.'.llll. I"I AU B 0 P

g P fparesisesed torgan of thee oz s b i al Ui b 1w vl Drshoan

I RT7 I RLE T N O o ESTT tlag petipons gl T parade.

o iy Tl lapren amal sl Rapaps diiazsstar ol tlha tur e e

[



Frammare d 000 A0S 1 00 0w i d on PR D ATOT A ORI | Tt A 1

kneswledpe. ol oppormming: for sell realization. And indeed, history SN tha
elfors o recrente such mnnopaolies seem to recur every generation or b, T hus,
whether we like it or now it seems unlikely thar the human race will ever
dedimitively ontgrow the boduviors thar e
sl [ st as such will never be Jrass,
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